This textbook provides a frame a reference for techniques in the surgical management of oral cancer for aspiring surgeons and residents. The book is divided into four main sections: Airway Management, Lymph Node Management, Ablative Tumor Surgery, and Reconstructive Surgery. The bulk of this resource is devoted to large colored photographs (three to four covering two-page spreads) that clearly depict the steps in key operations related to oral cancer. Each section contains schematics and authentic photographs of procedures such as tracheotomy, neck dissections (Levels I-V), lip-split mandibulotomy, and deltopectoral flap. In lieu of long narratives describing surgical methods, accompanying text is provided in succinct figure legends. In these legends, the author highlights key structures for consideration, such as the spinal accessory nerve and the sternocleidomastoid muscle. In case the reader needs more information, the author provides references at the close of each unit to guide interested readers to resources with more extended text.

An interesting component of this text that may not be found in other surgical resources is that the author has included notes on the history of each method. Each unit opens with a timeline outlining the evolution of each procedure, some dating back to several thousand years B.C.E. These sections are more anecdotal than formal, yet contain trivia about pioneering surgeons than may add interest for surgical students learning about these procedures.

In all, this resource is recommended for new surgeons or residents in need of a step-by-step guide for surgery techniques indicated for patients with oral cancer. In order to benefit from this resource, students should have a solid knowledge of anatomical terms and the physiology of the head and neck, as this understanding is presupposed throughout the text. An e-book option is available as well, which may serve as a good refresher before heading into the operating room.
